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ESSAYS ON CHINESE GRAMMAR
(Summary in English)

The Modal Particles tsai (#£) and cho (35) in the

Ching Té Chéuan Téng Lu (BAEHBEE)

1

The word fsai (7£) is used in literary Chinese chiefly as a verb meaning
“exist” or *be at”. In the modern colloquial it has lost its verbal force and
has virtually become a preposition, taking the place of the older preposition
yii(#) and roughly corresponding to the English prepositions “in”,on"” and “at”.
But the word is often found in the Ching Té Ch'uan Téng Lu at the end of a
sentence. There it cannot be construed either as a verb or as a preposition,
but has rather a modal function not unlike that of the particle ni(VE) in most
of the modern Mandarin dialects.

This apparent resemblance is on closer investigation found to be of etymo-
logical interest. The older form of i is (™) which is still in current use in
some of the Mandarin dialects. The written form of X in the literature be-
fore the 14th century was 3, the only exception being the Sung p'ing=hua(T
5%, “"tales”), in which " made its first appearance. Now, whereas ™ is devoid
of any concrete meaning, I (“inside”) ‘definitely suggests some spatial relation,
just as the word tsai does. The clue to the solution of this problem is found
in a few quotations (10-12th centuries) in which #sai and [i appear together.
This compound particle is obviously a locative expression in origin, tsai-i
being an abbreviated form of tsai-ché/na~li (¥£i8/FBHE, “here/there”) Further
abbreviation gives ¢sai and later Ii singly.

The hypothesis is corroborated by the evidence from the Wu dialects.
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Most instructive is the Soochow dialect, in which the fuller forms [lalil
(=Mand. tsai-li) and [1alai]] (=Mand. tsai-shang #£E) are in current use along
with the abbreviated ones [1] and [to] (probably from [tal #, corresponding

to Mand. ).
2.

In the Ching Té Ch'uan Téng Lu, apart from the verb-auxiliary cho ()
that serves to indicate the contintiative aspect, we are confronted with an-
other cho, a modal particle, which always stands at the end of a sentence and
is often separated from the verb by its object or some other post-verbal ele-
ment, . Its function seems to be the expression of the speaker’s will, especially
in the form of a request or command.

In the literature contemporary with and subsequent to the Ching T¢

Ch'uan Téng Lu, we find the character & employed in this capacity side by -

side with 2. With the Yuan dramatists and other writers, the form g ap-
peared as interchangeable with &, while & receded into inconspicuity. An-
other kindred expression HIi%, which has long been a puzzle to students of
etymoloy, made its appearance somewhat earlier, and was a favourite among
the p‘ing-hua writers.

By an examination of their phonetic values, these characters are found to
be closely connected, perhaps the variants of one word or of two cognate words.

That the various forms should have been in general use during roughly
the same period cannot but attract our attention. While we are still not in a
position to explain how the fs- forms continued to flourish after the fs= forms
had been evolved, we have little doubt that the co-existence of the forms
with the final =k and those without had something to do with dialectal differ-
ences, at least during the later part of the period (i. e, during the 13th and
14th centuries), the forms with —k(a) being prevalent forﬁs in the then south-

ern Mandarin, which was more conservative in keeping up final plosives.
The Particles of Negation wu?(J€) and wu'(27).

Wu? and wut are both employed in classical Chinese as particles of negation,

chiefly indicating forbidding, but also in many places where pu(F), which
indicates general negation, is used by later writers. The present article
discusses A) whether there is any distinction between wu? and wu?, and B)
what the exact nature and scope of these particles of negation are; in other
words, how they are to be distinguished from pu.

Regarding the first point, it is found:

1) Wut is used only before a transitive verb (or a preposition) with its
object understood, while wu? is used before a.n.a.djective used predicatively, an
intransitive verb, or a transitive verb (or' a preposition) with its object ex-
pressed. Wu? may sometimes be used in place of wut, but not vice versa.

2) The above distinction holds for the literature of the classical period in
general, with the important exception of the Shu King and also the bronze and
oracle=bone inseriptions. ‘

3) The distinciton began to relax in the Han dynasty, and was no longer
observed after that period. Both wwu? and wu! have gone out of the modern
colloquial and are only employed in the literary style, in which wut is much
more frequently met with than wu?.

The theoretical implications of the above facts are:

a) As the distinction between wu? and wut is exactly the same as obtains
between pu(F) and fu(d), as pointed out by Mr. Ting Sheng-shu in the
Studies Presented to Ts'ui Yuan—pei on His 65th Birthday (Academia Siniea, 1935),
these two series of particles must be considered in conjunction. As fu may be
said to be roughly equivalent to pu(#) plus a pronominal object chih(Z), 80
may wut be said to be equivalent to wwu? plus the same pronominl object.

b) Phonetically there is also a close parallelism between the two groups,
thus,

Ane. Arch. Anc. Arch.
wu(4E) <miu<*mivag wud( ) <miust <*miust
. _ fu(k) <piuat
fou( &) <piau<*piuag(F) { } <Fpiuat{ )

pu( ) <puat

¢) Though *miuat contains, so to speak, a pronominal object in itself, it

is difficult, in view of (2) above, to maintain that *mjuat was in its origin 2
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contraction of *miuag and *fieg (¥, Arch.). The same applies to *piust (cf.
Boodberg in HJAS,1937, No.2, p.337), as it is also very frequent in the Shu King
and the bronzes and as often as not in places where *piusg would be more
appropriate. The alternative hypothesis would be that there was originally no
grammatical distinction between the -¢ forms and the =t forms, and it was
only when the final -g had been or was on its way of being dropped that the
=t forms became specially associa?ed with transitive verbs with their objects
understood, and might in that connection considered as “fusion words”.
Before that, the -g forms and the -'t ones may have carried in them different
degrees of strength and, considering their later fortunes, the -t forms seems
to have been the stronger ones.

d) When for some reason or other (e. g., the change of word order in
ne’g‘ati\;e sentences) the grammatical distinetion faded away and left *piuat
and *piu(ag) to compete for survival, it was the former that triumphed over
the latter. The same tendency may be observed as regards *mjust and *miu
(ag), for although both these forms have been discarded from the modern
colloquial, it is nearly always wut (<miust) that is used in the easy wen-li
style, which has been much influenced by the colloquial. (But with regard
to the p~ group, the issue was complicated by the fact that the Arch.
*piuat yielded two forms, piust and pust, in Anec. C., and that the charcter
representing the Arch. *piuat, #, is limited to the Ane. pjust, while the
character representing the Arch *pjusg, A~, is borrowed to represent the Anc.
pust, leaving the Anc. pisu to be representen by &, originally a variant of
As. It was in the form of pust that the p___t form emerged victorious and
it was puat that gave pu, the negation particle par excellence of modern times.
Similarly, there is very strong suspicion that though the book pronunciation
of 21 was mijust, it was the form muat that was employed in the spoken lan-
guage before the word became obsolete. This presumption is corroborated by
i;he changes in connection with the word expressing the idea of “having not”.
In the literary language it is wu?, the same word as the particle wu? denoting
forbidding. But in the spoken language, at least in the Mandarin dialects,

it is mo or mei, represented by the character #, which was in Anc. C. must,
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and in early pei~hua writings we actually find the word represented by 21,

the same character that has represented particle wut from early times to the
present.)

The second part of this article concerns itself with the nature and scope
of the m~ particles as distinet from the p~ particles. It is found that the
m~ particles were not limited to forbidding (megative imperative), but
were also used in sentences in which the European language would have the
verb in the subjunctive. the optative, the potential, or the infinitive mood.
So the traditional definition of wu? and wut as particles of forbidding is not
comprehensive enough and it seems better to regard them as particles of ne-
gation prefixed to verbs (and also predicative adjectives) in non-indicative
moods. That these particles should have had the same forms as the words
expressing the idea of “having not” seems to indicate that in Classical Chinese

the non=indicative verbs and adjective were treated as kinds of substantives.
The Pronominal Uses of the Adverb hsiang (48)

The adverb of reciprocity in Chinese, hsiang, denotes that an action is
reciprocal between two terms, A and B, By an extensidn, it is also applied
to cazses of “one-way traffic”, in which only A does something to B, but not
vice versa. In these cases, hsiang, devoid of any connotation, comes to denote
that the verb has an object (B) to it, which is now understood. It is then
very convenient to take “hsiang v.”’ as equivalent to “v. me”, or “v. you”, or
“y. him”, as the case may be. Thus we are warranted to regard it as an
pronominal adverb if we are not quite ready to acknowledge it as a pronoun.

A step further, it makes its appearance in sentences in which not only is
there no reciprocity but the object of the verb is duly expressed. The word
hsiang has really no right to be there; it becomes a sort of ornamental prefix
to the verb. This particular development has not been incorporated into the
literary Chinese, but we have evidence in early colloquial literature. It has

disappeared from present-day speech, leaving a remnant in hsiong-hsin(FH13).




The Pronomial Uses of chien ()

This article is be read together with the previous one. Here is another
of the indicators of the understood object, but this time almost always con-
fined to cases where the understood object is a pronoun of the first person,
80 that “chien v.” signifies something like “v. me".

Also, it proceeds from another source. Chien is originally a verb, which,
followed by another verb, signifies that the subject is the recipient of a cer-
tain action; for convenience’ sake, we may regard “chien v.” as the equivalent
of the passive constructions in other languages. The agentive complement
appears, when it does, after the second verb, introduced by the preposition
yi(h). .

When the preposition is dispensed with and the agentive complement is
shifted to a frontal position, thus setting itself up as the subject of the sen=
tence, the whole outlook is changed: the word chien can no longer be con-
sidered as helping to make a passive construction, but comes to indicate

the omission of the recipient.
Notes on the Etymology of the Particle ie (#)

Two points are raised for discussion. First, as this particle was repre-
sented by X and #t before the character BY came into general use, it is inter-
esting to see whether the difference between the two older forms is what some
revivalists assume it to be, i. e, K following adjectives and # adverbs. The
evidence of early colloquial literature seems to compel us to draw the boun-
dary-line somewhat differently: [ follows “qualitative” adjectives only,
while # is attached to most adverbs as well as “descriptive” adjectives (mostly
as predicates). Indeed it would be more convenient from this point of view to
re-group the parts of speech commonly called verbs, adj:ectives and adverbs,
in Chinese as follows:

1) Predicants.——These are followed by £ only when used as adjuncts to
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nouns, but not when used as adjuncts to other predicants. When they serve
as predicates, they are not followed by E£ unless they are pronominal, i. e.,
with a noun understood. '

2) Descriptives.——These are generally onomatopoeic. They are invariably
followed by #fi, whether used as adjuncts to nouns and predicants, or as pre-
dicates themselves.

From this it would appear that £ is primarily a “joiner” while ## is more
of the nature of a suffix.

The other question concerns the origin of E. It is generally admitted
that the modern particle [ (#) is derived from the eclassical particles 2
(*€iag) and ¥ (*tiag). It remains to be seen whether this is a case of con-
vergent evolution, i. e., whether 2 and & are reduced by sound changes to
the same form independently, or one of the two earlier forms has been eli-
minated in favour of the other before the latter becomes EE. The available
evidence points to the second alternative as more plausible. While there is
scarcely any instance of 2 being employed for #, there are quite a number
of cases the other way round. Besides, 3 is of the same tone as LK, but 2 is
not. It is very probable that & has annexed 22 before it is itself reduced to
ti and further changed to ¢e.

A Study of the Word Order in Connection with the
Post-Verbal te (#%)

The verb t#, expressing possibility, which r;recedes other verbs in classical
Chinese, comes after them in the modern colloquial; thus a full-fledged verb
becomes in the course of time something between an adverb and a mere par-
ticle. The relation between the two is somewhat analogous to that exists
between the group “be able to” and the suffix ““able” in English, with this

difference: while “~able” does not correspond to “‘can”, 2 may express capz-
bility as well a3 feasibility.
When there is an object, or an adverbial complement, or both, to the

verb, the present usage is for ¢4 to come immediately after the verb and take
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precedence over the other elements. But this has not always been the rule.
This article gives a full treatment to the various word order found in early
colloguial literature in connection with ¢4, showing it first occupying the
hindmost position, being a sort of predicative to what precedes it, and then

drawn nearer and nearer to the verb until it takes up its present position.

The Uses of k¢ (ffl) as a Classifier, with Remarks
Concerning the Dropping of yi(—) before
ké¢ and Other Classifiers

As one of the classifiers, ke is applied to nouns denoting persons and to
nouns denoting things for which no speific classifiers have been provided.
But its use is more extensive than that, Yi-ke(—fHl) is very frequently prefix-
ed in an article-like manner to adjectives, verbs, adverbs, and even phrases
and clauses, when they serve as objects or complements to verbs. Further-
more, though theoretically singular and indefinite, it i3 often employed in
connection with plural nouns and nouns that are obviously determinate,
including proper names.

The yi in yi-k2¢ or before another classifier is very frequently dropped
when it occurs immediately after or very near to a stressed word, chiefly a
verb, in the s;.me breath-group. This tendency is stronger in the case of yi-ke

than in the case of %i plus another classifier.

The Subject and the Object: A Problem in
Chinese Syntax

Although grammarians have various definitions of the subject (e. g., “the
person or thing about which something is said”), in practice what is or is not
the subject of a sentence is determined in most European languages chiefly
by the case-form of the noun or pronoun in question and partly by the inflect-

ed form of the verb that is connected with it. The lack of such morpholog-
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ical distinctions compels the analyser of the Chinese language to depend on
a) word order and b) the actor and acted—upon relation. The current scheme
is a compromise between these two principles (tabulated on page 114 as system
B). The present article tries to show how the various types of sentence will
be analysed if one takes as the sole criterion the actor and acted-upon rela-
tion (system A),- or_word order (system C), or absolute subjectism (system
D), i. e., the principle that except in special cases when no or no important
noun or pronoun appears in the sentence, there is always a subject, not fak-
ing into consideration whether it is in front of or after the verb, nor whe-
ther it is the actor or the acted-upon.

The body of this article is devoted to a detailed classification of sentence
types. It is hoped that although no cut and dried answer has been offered to
the question proposed in the beginning, What is the Subject?, the classified

examples may be of some use to anyone who cares to carry on the discussion.
On the Uses of the Pre-Transitive Pa (38)

Although a full verb in its origin, pa has become a “form word” in modern
colloquial Chinese, variously classified as a preposition, an auxiliary verb, a
pre-~transitive verb, ete. In some cases the construction pa—Obj.—V. seems
to be synonymous with the ordinary construction V.—Obj.; yet in other cases
they are by no means interchangeable.

Pére Jos. Mullie, trying to pin down the difference to the nature of the
object, concludes that the pa-construction is only used with “the determinate
accusative”. On the other hand, Professor Wang Li seeks for explantion in
the nature of the verb itself and enumerates various situations in which the
construction is proscribed, as when the verb represents a mental state, when
the activity represented by the verb does not change the state of the object,
ete. Though these observations are to a large extent sound and therefore val-
uable, they suffer from the fact that they do not quite explain why the con-
struction sometimes is and sometimes is not used even when the object is

“determinate” and the verb does represent a very “active” activity.
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The present writer looks at the matter in a different light and tries to
reduce the use or non-use of the pa~construection to a question of word order.
From the study of a fairly large number of examples from modern literature
he comes to the conclusion that this construction is used in most cases when
there is a post-verbal element other than the ordinary object, that cannot
be easily separated from the verb. In a minority of cases the explanation lies
in an adverb which is peculiar in that it must be placed at the same time in
front of the verb and after the object. He finds that this explanation accounts

for more than ninety-five percent of the examples.
A Study of the Plurality Suffix mén (1)

This article treats of the etymology and history of men, its uses, and the
plural pronouns an{{§), nin(#) and tsan({f§).

1) We first met with this plurality suffix in the early years of the 9th
century in the form of mié (¥, 3%). But the common form that was in wide
use duning the 11th and 12th centuries was muan, represented either by B
(with i#,0% as variants) or by I"j (later ). This form ha$ been kept in Sou-

thern Mandarin ever since, always written as . A different form mudi(4g)

made its first appearance in Northern Mandarin towards the end of the 12th

century, was prevalent in the 13th and 14th centuries, and was finally
displaced by the southern form. Muan and mugi may have been both connected
with pudi(%E) of Classical Chinese.

2) As a plurality suffix, mén is appended to nouns as well as the personal
pronouns wo, ni and fa. Regarding the latter case there is nothing remarkable
besides the fact that in Northern Mandarin there is the distinction between wo
meén (the “exclusive we”) and tse mén (1Y, the “inclusive we’’; for the etym-
ology of tsa, see next essay in the volume).

But when appended to nouns, mén differs from the plural number inflex-
ional ending of western langnages, e. g., the English -5, in many respects.
Its use is limited to nouns denoting persons; its use is generally not obliga=

tory, and particularly avoided after nouns with numerical meodifiers, after
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predicate nouns and after nouns of generic meaning. On the other hand, it
may be appended to the name of a person (with the meaning of “and the
others™) A single mé#n may be appended to two nouns in succesion, which
may be both singular or both plural in meaning (in the former case no such
suffix is need-ed in western languages, in the latter case the suffix will have
to be repeated).

For various reasons, wo mén, ni mén and tsa mén are sometmes used in
place of wo and ni. Sometimes nouns with mén may be also singular in mean-
ing.

3) In Northern Mandarin of the 12th-14th centuries, ##(am), #(nim) and
& (tsam), respectively the contracted forms of ¥, # and g, were in wide
use, almost to the exclusion of the fuller forms. Their use was extended to
the singular number, but did not oust 3% and f&. When in the latter part of
the 14th century the final -m was changing into -n even in Northern Mandarin,
most of the dialects accepted the newer forms en, nin and tsar, with little
disturbance in their usage. Some dialects, chief among them the Pekingese,
did not accept the =n forms and revived the fuller forms &, 1 and .
(This is said on the evidence of written literature. In conversational speech,

they are uom, nim and tsam respectively.)
Chia (%) as a Suffix to Pronouns

In Early Modern Chinese chia (originally meaning “family’") was appended
to personal pronouns without any perceivable significance. In some of the wu
dialects today the =chic forms are the plural forms correspoding to the Man-
darin =-meén forms.

Jenchia (AR, “others”) is used to contrast with tzuchia (H%R, “oneself™).
By extension it is also used to refer to a particular person (in place of the
regular pronoun t‘a), and further, as an euphemistic term for the first person
singular (in place of the regular pronoun woe).

Tzuchia has had three meanings: 1) “oneself”,'-self”; 2) “myself”,"me”,

“I”; 3) “you and I”, “we” (inclusive). Of these three, only the first is
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current in present-day dialects. The Pekingese dialect uses the form tzuker
(EfER), in which chia keeps the Anc. Ch. initial &~ with the suffix -¢r
added.

All the three meanings of tzuchia were taken over by the contracted form
tsa (1), as is proved by the usage in the popular literature of the 12th-14th
centuries. At present, tsa in the sense of “~zelf” has disappeared; as a pronoun
for the first person singular, it is dialectal; with the meaning of “ineclusive

we"”, it has been replaced by tsamén or tsan.

MISCELLANEA

1. Etymology of ¢he(38) and na(3).

An attempt to establish the derivation of ché from *fidg(%) and na from
*nidg (). '

2. The Non-genetive ¢h's (3).

The third person pronoun ch‘, limited to the genetive case in Classieal
Chinese, began to appear in other rdles from the third century on, as illus-

trated by examples herein collected.

8. Yi(ffF) in the sense of ni({iR).

Yi has always been a third person pronoun, but in popular poetry and
dramatic literature of the 12th—14th centuries yi was often used to denotfe the
second person, appearing side by side with ni(#:). This rather unusual usage

is probably due to metrical reasons.
4. The Pleonastic t'a(4il1).

In Modern Chinese the third person pronoun t'c frequently makes its ap-
pearance between a monosyllabic verb and its object (or quasi-object). It
looks like a dative object, but it has no reason to be there. The explanation

seems to lie in its “filling—up” function, making the verb somehow dissyl-
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labic.

5. Personal Pronouns with Modifiers.

Personal pronouns, being determinate, do not admit of restrictive modi-

fiers, and in Chinese, as 2 rule, they do not take non-restictive modifiers

(analoguous to “I, whe.....”, etc., in English) either. Rare examples of

this construction are met with in Early Modern Chinese, but almost exclu-
sively in poetry. Its appearance in contemporary writing (chiefly in fiction)
must be attributed to the influence of western literature. The vogue seems

to be passing away.
6. A Special Use for the Possessive Pronouns.

In Modern Chinese we often find a possessive pronoun where it is not
required if interpreted literally. It suggests rather the meaning of mutual
or one-sided indifference. For example:

TREESREYT, TR,

(Have your sleep, don’t worry about me.)
SREFRA_ i, M el S,

(I went back to my Shanghai and she to ker Hongkong.)

7. The Possessive Object.

Two kinds of cases are distinguished.

a) The possessive pronoun is used adjectively, but represents the person
actually “acted-upon”. This is the case when the verb takes the form of a
verb-object construction and the “notional object” is crowded out of its usual
position. Example:

@fﬁ;ﬂﬂﬁ%&ﬁ’iﬁ. (/+E =mind)
(Please don’t mind him.)

b) The possessive pronoun is used pronominally after a verb and looks
very much like a direct object, but actually stands to the verb in a dative or
ablative relation. Example:

ST e, EN.
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(Rent it first, then buy (it from) him.)
8. Reptition of yi-ké(—{@) and ché(38) or na(Hf).

When these article-like words are applied to a noun with modifiers,
they may stand in front of the modifier or between the modifier and the
noun. A speaker or writer has to choose between these alternative positions
and in an unguarded moment may make the mistake of putting them in both

places.

9, Five-seven.

Besides the two-three type of compounds, we also use the three-five type
to denote an approximate number. Threefive is the only one in current use,

but in earlier literatuae five-seven used to be very common.

10, 11, 12.

Three notes on the meaning of idioms often mistakenly interpreted.
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